
 

High in the canopy of a dense rainforest in 

the Foja Mountains in Papua, the golden-mantled 

tree kangaroos lived peacefully, far from the 

noise of the outside world. They could eat 

whatever they liked: leaves, fruits, and flowers 

from the many plants in the rainforest. 

On one treetop lived a young golden-

mantled tree kangaroo named Reu. He had thick 

golden-brown fur, just like his mum. They had 

pale yellow fur on their arms and chest, with 

long yellow striped tails. The tree kangaroos lived 

in harmony with the birds of paradise that 

made their nests in the same trees. The oldest 

of these birds was named Elok. He taught the 

birds and the tree kangaroos to share their 

food and the space they lived in. Life in the 

rainforest couldn't have been more perfect.  



 

 

  

The UNGRATEFUL 

HORNBILL 
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Deep in the Sulawesi rainforest there was 

a unique bird called Hornbill. Although Hornbill lived 

in a beautiful rainforest filled with lush trees 

and sweet fruits, she was never satisfied with 

anything in her life. Everyday, she would find 

something new to complain about.  

One day, she complained to Parrot about 

the heavy rain. Another day she moaned to 

Anteater that the trees were too tall, making 

it difficult for her to find food. 

One fine morning, Hornbill woke up from 

her deep slumber. She peeped out of her tree 

hole and looked up, squinting against the bright 

sunlight. 

"Why is it so sunny and hot today?" whined 

Hornbill.  
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Once upon a time, in a beautiful rainforest, 

lived a Javan ferret named Fero. She had a grey 

low-slung body, with a white underbelly. Fero 

loved exploring the forest, and one day decided 

to explore the mountains.  

On the way up, Fero ran into a big Asiatic 

lion. The lion was nicknamed Scar, because of the 

long scar on his face. Fero stared at the lion in 

silence, before breaking out in laughter. “Look at 

your hideous mark, you look so ugly! You 

pretend to be fierce, but who would be scared 

of you when you have such a funny-looking 

scar?” 

Scar was not bothered, instead replying 

calmly, “Why are you laughing at me? You don’t 

even know me. You shouldn’t judge a book by its 

cover.”  


